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Newsletter #1

Welcome to our first club newsletter! With the 22/23 season due to start next week, and the summer drawing to a close, we thought it was a good time to get in touch with everyone and give you all a few updates. Last season, we tried to have regular Whole Club meetings, however attendance was generally low, and it was maybe not the most convenient way for us to keep you up to date, so we have decided to try regular newsletters instead this season.

Over the summer break, the club have been busy with a number of activities from arranging new home grounds to securing new matchday kits, so I wanted to take the opportunity to fill you in on all the activity at the club to get you up to speed before the new season starts.

Changes to Committee
The summer has been a busy time for the committee, and Sarah did a great job getting all of the teams and kids registered ready for the new season, but as we announced recently on WhatsApp, Sarah has decided to step down as club Secretary and we recently welcomed Keeley into the role. Keeley has hit the ground running and has been working hard over the last 2 weeks finalising everything for the season, and getting to know the coaches across the club.

Since our AGM, we have also welcomed Scott to the Committee. Scott is a coach for the Under 8’s and will be looking at how we promote and publicise ourselves and has picked up our social media presence on Facebook and Instagram. We also welcome Robbo to the fold. Robbo has been helping us look at where we can secure funding and grants for the club moving forward, and has already managed to secure us a small donation from the council since he stepped into his role!

New Home Ground
Over the summer, Alex, our Club Development Officer has worked hard to secure a new home for us on matchdays, the aim being to find somewhere that can accommodate all of our teams and bring us together more on a Sunday. As you are all probably already aware, we were able to secure a deal with Outwood Grange Academy for our matches with U7, U8 and U10 games being played on their 4G pitches and the U12’s on the field.

We also plan to use Outwood Grange on a Wednesday when we move to winter training in October.

On top of this, we will still have the use of Rooks Nest Road on Sundays if we need to hold matches there. Once the fixtures have been released for the upcoming season, Richard will be working to ensure that the Outwood Grange and Rooks Nest are shared fairly between the teams for home fixtures.

New Matchday Kits
Due to supply issues throughout last season, we made the decision to move to Macron as suppliers of our matchday kits and coach wear. Earlier in the summer, we asked everyone to provide sizes for their kids for a new kit. Kits are currently being embroidered with our logo, and we expect delivery ready for the new season. Each child will get one matchday kit with their number on the back and the sponsors for their team on.

Don’t throw away your kits from last season, though. These may still be used as a second kit where we have any kit clashes in away fixtures.

We’ll also be launching a club shop on the Macron site, so keep an eye on the Whole Club WhatsApp group for details about that.


Winter Gala
On Saturday the 8th and Saturday the 15th October, we will be holding our second Winter Gala at Wakefield Football Centre. The first weekend will be for U8’s (morning) and U12’s (afternoon) and the second will be for U7’s (morning) and U10’s (afternoon).

In the coming days we will be creating promotional materials for coaches to share in their respective league groups to get teams to join the gala. Please keep an eye out on the Whole Club WhatsApp in the next week or so for more information about the gala and how you can help with the running of the event.

Dates for your diary
With the season about to kick off, we wanted to finish by giving you some dates for your diary. Further details for all of the events below (venues, logistics etc.) will come nearer the time, but for now, make a note of the dates. We will be asking coaches to add these to Heja as well so that you can confirm your attendance.

· 8th October - Winter Gala. U8’s am, U12’s pm @ Wakefield Football Centre
· 15th October – Winter Gala. U7’s am, U10’s pm @ Wakefield Football Centre
· 28 October – Hallowe’en Party, details tbc
· 7th December – Christmas Party, details tbc
· 11 May – AGM, details tbc
· 20 May – Club Presentation Day, details tbc

Have a great season!
I’d just like to finish by thanking everyone for their hard work over the summer. The coaches haven’t taken a break, and continue to train every week to keep the kids playing. They’ve attended league meetings, arranged friendlies and covered each other over holidays.

It’s been fantastic to be down at Rooks Nest Road, or over at Coach Road and see the buzz around and the kids enjoying themselves.

Adam, Richard and Alex have been working with our new Under 7’s kids and parents to establish a new team, Louise has worked tirelessly managing invoicing and registration fees, working with the kit manufacturers arranging things with Outwood Grange preparing everything for the new season. Richard has been our goundsman over the summer, marking out the pitch at Rooks Nest Road for matches, and even managing to maxmise the space by enlarging the 7-aside pitch recently, with a 5 aside pitch marked within it; Alex has established a new coaching plan and is currently pulling together our Club Development Plan – ensuring we have a bright future as a club; and Sarah, and Keeley have done a huge amount of work to get players registered, manage coaching qualifications and checks, register teams etc.

All of this work has led us to this point, one week away from the new season, and as a committee, we would like to wish you all luck for the season ahead and thank you all for making this club what it is.

Chris – Club Chairperson





Key Committee Contact Details
Chairperson – Chris Fletcher 07912482400 email chairperson@wakefieldathletic.co.uk
Vice Chair – Richard Mills 07790012016
Secretary – Keeley Holgate 07912530835 email secretary@wakefieldathleticjfc.co.uk
Child Welfare Officer – Natalie Fox 07962168421 email welfare@wakefieldathleticjfc.co.uk
Treasurer – Louise Mills 07879880445 email treasurer@wakefieldathleticjfc.co.uk
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